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ACTION EA-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PRS-01 PM-07 INR-10 /026 W 

073370 

OR 110905Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4502 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
SECDEF WASHDC 

UNCLAS PHNOM PENH 460 

USINFO ALSO FOR VOA NEWSROOM 

USINFO ALSO FOR IEA 

BANGKOK FOR HEDGES 

BANGKOK AND SAIGON FOR VOA CORRESPONDENTS 
STATE S/PRS AND EA/P 
CAMBODIAN SITUATIONER 

1. THE FIRST TRUCK CONVOYS TO TRAVEL BETWEEN PHNOM 

AND THE DEEP-WATER PORT OF KOMPONG SOM ARRIVED WITHOUT INCIDENT 
IN THOSE TWO RESPECTIVE CITIES THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY. CLEARED OF 
COMMUNIST TROOPS LAST SUNDAY, HIGHWAY 4 WAS QUICKLY REPAIRED 
BY KHMER ARMY ENGINEERS. THE SOUTHBOUND CONVOY OF 144 TRUCKS 
REACHED KOMPONG SOM AT 5 P.M. THURSDAY WHILE THE NORTHBOUND 
CONVOY OF OVER 200 MILITARY AND CIVILIAN VEHICLES REACHED 
PHNOM PENH IN TWO SEGMENTS THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY. 

IT CARRIED SALT AND RICE FOR THE POPULATION OF THE CAPITAL CITY. 

2. IN THE FIGHTING NORTHWEST OF PHNOM PENH, THE KHMER 
ARMY'S FIRST DIVISION, SUPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND THE 

KHMER AIR FORCE, WAS REPORTED IN CONTACT WITH COMMUNIST TROOPS 
ON THURSDAY AS THEY PUSH TOWARDS THE WEST. DETAILS OF THE 
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ENGAGEMENT ARE NOT YET COMPLETE. FIGHTING ON ROUTE 5 1 NEAR THE 
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JUNCTION WITH ROUTE 5 TO THE NORTH OF PHNOM PENH HAS COST 
GOVERNMENT TROOPS LIGHT CASUALTIES. A ONE-KILOMETER STRETCH OF 
HIGHWAY 51 IS REPORTED IN ENEMY HANDS. 

3. COMMUNIST GUNNERS HAVE FIRED ALMOST 200 MORTAR AND ARTILLERY 
SHELLS AGAINST THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF TAKEO SOUTH OF PHNOM PENH 
IN THE PAST THREE DAYS. FOLLOWING THE 100-ROUND ATTACK 

ON TUESDAY, THE COMMUNIST FIRED 40 105MM ROUNDS AGAINST THE 
TPWN ON WEDNESDAY KILLING THREE MORE CIVILIANS AND WOUNDING EIGHT. 
THEY CONTINUED THEIR ASSAULT WITH 50- 105 MM ROUNDS THURSDAY. 
CASUALTIES FROM THIS ATTACK ARE NOT YET KNOWN. AT THE SAME 
TIME, COMMUNIST INFANTRYMEN WERE THROWN BACK AS THEY ASSAULTED 
THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN DEFENSIVE PERIMETERS OF TAKEO THURSDAY. 

4. FANK REPORTS THAT 100 SAMPANS OF A COMMUNIST 200-SAMPAN FORCE 
WHICH WAS CAUGHT IN THE OPEN ON THE MEKONG RIVER 24 KILOMETERS 
NORTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH ON THURSDAY AFTERNOON WERE SUNK BY 
QUICK-REACTING KHMER AIR AND NAVAL UNITS. COMMUNIST CASUALTIES WERE 
BELIEVED SUBSTANTIAL. EARLIER THURSDAY MORNING KHMER AIR FORCE 
HELICOPTERS ATTACKED A 10-SAMPAN CONVOY ON THE TONLE SAP RIVER 
NORTH OF PHNOM PENH 

AND DESTROYED SIX OF THE BOATS. A KHMER NAVY RESUPPLY 
CONVOY TO KOMPONG CHAM THURSDAY WAS ATTACKED THREE TIMES EN 
ROUTE BUT ARRIVED SAFELY AT IS DESTINATION WITH VERY LIGHT 
CASUALTIES AMONG THE NAVAL CREWS. 

5. AT LEAST THREE COMMUNIST 122MM ROCKETS STRUCK PHNOM PENH'S 
NORTHERN SUBURBS EARLY THURSDAY MORNING. ONE BOY WAS KILLED AT 
ONE LOCATION AND A MOTHER AND HER CHILD WOUNDED AT ANOTHER. 

ONE OTHER CASUALTY WAS REPORTED FROM THE THIRD ROCKET WHICH 
LANDED JUST TO THE NORTH OF PHNOM PENH'S FAMED WAT PHNOM. 

ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY, COMMUNIST ATTACKS BY FIRE WERE 
REPORTED FROM WIDELY SCATTERED AREAS. 
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